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The  SWIFT  Era 
By Timothy Thompson 
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(Continued on page 5) 

GRB 090423 imaged by the Swift 
Gamma Ray Observatory. X-rays are 
red & orange; ultraviolet and optical are 
blue & green. The GRB X-ray afterglow 
shows only X-rays and no optical 
emission, consistent with a high redshift 
source.  
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(Continued on page 6) 

This figure shows the redshift distribution 
of GRBs. The new record holder is GRB 
090423 with redshift 8.2 or about 13 
billion light years. The previous record 
holder is GRB 080913 with redshift 6.7 or 
about 12.8 billion light years.  
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(Continued on page 7) 

There are two distinct types of GRBs, 
“long” and “short”. This figure 
illustrates how we think the two 
different types are generated. GRB 
090423 could be either type, but “long” 
is favored due to its high redshift.  
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Artist’s conception of what a GRB 
looks like up close. The emission is 
beamed so we can only see the GRB 
if we are in the beam. 
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(Continued on page 9) 

The LAAS’s 26-inch (or 25.5 or 23-inch, depending on your measurement 
standards) is set up at RTMC.  It won a merit award.  Photo by Norm Vargas 

Report on the Riverside Telescope Report on the Riverside Telescope Report on the Riverside Telescope Report on the Riverside Telescope 
Makers ConferenceMakers ConferenceMakers ConferenceMakers Conference    

By Richard Roosman 
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LAAS’s own Tim Thompson, third from the left, entertains questions following 
his talk.  Photo by PJ Goldfinger. 
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Brooks Ishler Biography 
By Ted Ishler 
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Alternate Route to GriffithAlternate Route to GriffithAlternate Route to GriffithAlternate Route to Griffith    
During the Summer MonthsDuring the Summer MonthsDuring the Summer MonthsDuring the Summer Months    
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Griffith Observatory 
Public Star Party Procedure 
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Membership Annual Dues: 
Youth $ 20.00 
Regular (18-65) $ 45.00 
Senior Citizen (65 and up) $ 30.00 
Senior Family $ 40.00 
Family $ 60.00 
Life $ 500.00 
Additional fees: 
Charter Star member $ 30.00 
Star member, with pad $ 70.00 
Star member, no pad $ 60.00 
Printed Bulletin $ 15.00 
(Membership due date is 
indicated on the mailing label) 

 

HANDY PHONE 
LIST 
 
LAAS Answering Machine ...... (213) 673-7355 
Griffith Observatory 
 Program................................ (213) 473-0800 
 Sky Report ...................... unavailable for now 

Lockwood Site ......................... (661) 245-2106 
 (not answered, arrange time with caller. 
 Outgoing calls – collect or calling card) 

Mt. Wilson Institute .................. (626) 793-3100 

LAAS Home Page: http://www.laas.org  
LAAS Bulletin Online: http://www.laas.org/Resources_Newsletter.htm  

LAAS Yahoo Group—how to join 
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Astronomy Magazine Subscriptions 
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Sky and Telescope Subscriptions 
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