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Editor’s CornerEditor’s CornerEditor’s CornerEditor’s Corner    

�� e’ll, the May public star 
party was a wash out, 
literally.  I had to leave 

at 9pm due to a long day at Griffith, 
but at 10pm, the sprinklers came on.  
Unfortunately , t he si dew al k 
astronomers were set up right over 
those sprinklers, and one can only 
hope that not a lot of damage was 
done to those telescopes.  What 
happened was that someone 
turned the sprinklers on again after 
they were turned off Friday night.  
Also, as of press time, I’ve received 
no word from Griffith that the 
experiment to stay open until 11pm 
is going to be tried for June. 

Unfortunately, we had to move the 
June general meeting date, and 
we found this out from Griffith a 
week before the meeting.  This 
should be sufficient reason for 
everyone with email access to  join 
at least the  LAAS Yahoo group 
announcements list.  We cannot 
possibly call or use regular mail to 
inform everyone of last minute 
changes like this, so PLEASE JOIN !  
All you need is an email address we 
can reach you at .   The 
announcements list is only used for 
these sudden important messages, 
and so received infrequent postings, 
but it is IMPORTANT that every LAAS 
member possible join this group. 

For whatever reason, we’ve 
received a large number of new 
member applications this month.  
My personal welcome to all these 
new members ! 

(Continued on page 3) 
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New Members 

The new members approved at the last board meeting are: 
· Ali Batuk 
· Diane Breuer 
· John Cline 
· Rudolph Flores 
· Penny Kunitani 
· Thomas Levitt 
· Denise Longrie 
· Luigi Manna 
· Lea and Theodore Pringle 
· Facundo Rabaudi 
· Gene Riley 
· Jeff Schroeder 
· John Stephenson 
· Pamela Thompson (a returning member) 
· Jennifer Tinidad 
· Gabriel Uribe 
· Christina and David Velarde 
· William Webb 
· Kevin Weber 
· Colin and Mai Whipple 
· Keith Williams 
· Conrad Wright 
25 new members in all ! ! ! 

Welcome to our club, and we hope you’ll enjoy your Astronomy with all of 
us !��  

Articles, short news or story items, and photograph s and images are 
welcome as long as they’re focused on LAAS interest s. Articles need to be 
1,500 words or less. Please submit only a few image s at one time, with a 
caption for each.  Include such information as came ra type, telescope or 
other equipment used, and exposure times, where per tinent. The deadline 
for submitting bulletin material is the 10th of eac h month. If possible, 
please submit electronically to: 

BulletinEditor@laas.org 

Material may be sent to the LAAS address listed at the top of the column 
at left, but timely reception and publication canno t be guaranteed. ���

David Nakamoto 
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The Herschel Space Observatory 

By Timothy Thompson 
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The LAAS “desk” at this year’s RTMC was well attended by the reports I’ve 
gotten, even if RTMC itself was underpopulated by both vendors and the 
amateur astronomy public.  Michael White is in the middle; my apologies to the 
other two but I don’t recognize them. �  David Nakamoto 
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Griffith Observatory 
Public Star Party Procedure 
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Despite the rain, the spring and summer star party season is 
sneaking up on us.  Mars and Saturn are in view in the evening 
sky.  Below are listed the telescopes that are curr ently available 
in the loaner program. 
 
LAAS-1 - 4.5" f/8 Celestron reflector on a Polaris mount.  This is an 
easily portable instrument that is still capable of  good 
performance. 
 
LAAS-5 - 6" f/6 Parks reflector on a Polaris clone equatorial mount 
with a clock drive. 
 
LAAS-8 - 80mm Selsi refractor on an equatorial moun t.  This is a 
good telescope for planetary observation. 
 
LAAS-9 - 80mm f/6.25 refractor with a University Op tics objective 
on a heavy duty Celestron camera tripod with a pan- head 
mount.  This RFT is good for the Messier marathon. 
 
All telescopes are equipped with 3 eyepieces.  Refl ectors include 
a simple collimation tool and refractors come with a star 
diagonal 
 
For more information call: David Sovereign at (626)  794—0646.���

David Sovereign 

�������������  

Lost and Found 

Last year a power cord was left at a public star pa rty at Griffith 
Observatory.  It has a "cigarette lighter" connecto r one end and a DC 
connector on the other that looks as if it goes wit h a go-to telescope. 

A few months ago, also after a public star party, a  9mm 1.25" eyepiece 
was found next to the curb where we load and unload . 

For further information call David Sovereign at (62 6) 794-0646  �  
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Jul 7th (Wed) Board Meeting 
Garvey Ranch Park Class Room. 

8:00pm to 10:00pm 

Jul 10th (Sat) Dark Sky Night Lockwood Valley 

Jul 12th (Mon) General Mtg 
Griffith Observatory, Event Horizon 

Theater, 7:45pm to 9:45pm.  Speaker 
information below. 

Jul 17th (Sat) Public Star Party 
Griffith Observatory, 2:00pm to 

10:00pm, See pg 12 for details on 
how to attend. 

Aug 4th (Wed) Board Meeting 
Garvey Ranch Park Class Room. 

8:00pm to 10:00pm 

Aug 7th (Sat) Dark Sky Night Lockwood Valley 

Aug 9th (Mon) General Mtg 
Griffith Observatory, Event Horizon 

Theater, 7:45pm to 9:45pm.  Speaker 
information below. 

Aug 14th (Sat) Public Star Party 
Griffith Observatory, 2:00pm to 

10:00pm, See pg 12 for details on 
how to attend. 

General Meeting Speaker 
Information 
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Membership Annual Dues: 
Youth $ 20.00 
Regular (18-65) $ 45.00 
Senior Citizen (65 and up) $ 30.00 
Senior Family $ 40.00 
Family $ 60.00 
Life $ 500.00 
Additional fees: 
Charter Star member $ 30.00 
Star member, with pad $ 70.00 
Star member, no pad $ 60.00 
Printed Bulletin $ 15.00 
(Membership due date is 
indicated on the mailing label) 

 

HANDY PHONE 
LIST 
 
LAAS Answering Machine ...... (213) 673-7355 
Griffith Observatory 
 Program................................ (213) 473-0800 
 Sky Report ...................... unavailable for now 

Lockwood Site ......................... (661) 245-2106 
 (not answered, arrange time with caller. 
 Outgoing calls – collect or calling card) 

Mt. Wilson Institute .................. (626) 793-3100 

LAAS Home Page: http://www.laas.org  
LAAS Bulletin Online: http://www.laas.org/Resources_Newsletter.htm  

Astronomy Magazine Subscriptions 

For those that subscribe to Astronomy Magazine thro ugh the LAAS, the 
rate is $34 a year, $60 for two years. ��  

Sky and Telescope Subscriptions 
Sky and Telescope subscriptions renewals should be sent directly to Sky 
Publishing. To start a Sky and Telescope subscripti on, contact the LAAS 
Treasurer (see the contact information on page 2) d irectly to get the club 
rates, then thereafter send the renewal bills direc tly to Sky Publishing. �� �


