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Editor’s 
Message 

�� ecember is our annual 
elections.  For those that 
cannot attend, please print 

out and fill out the ballot in this 
bulletin, then mail it back to the LAAS; 
the address is on the left, or is you 
wish, you can Email in your selections 
to Secretary@LAAS.org. 

We still need a New Members 
Coordinator.  Anyone interested should 
try and contact David Sovereign or 
Peter De Hoff; contact information at 
left. 

My continued thanks to all who have 
and continue to contribute to the 
success of the bulletin with their 
articles and images. And a plea for 
more of you to write or submit images 
for our bulletin. The deadline for 
submitting bulletin material is the 10th 
of each month. Please submit 
electronically, if possible, to  

BulletinEditor@laas.org 

All other material may be sent to the 
address listed at the top of the column 
at left, but timely reception and 
publication cannot be guaranteed. �  

David Nakamoto 
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The Magellanic Clouds 
By Tim ThompsonBy Tim ThompsonBy Tim Thompson   
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Above is the large Magellanic Cloud, and to the right the Small Magellanic Cloud.  The 
Large Magellanic Cloud (LMC) shows an obvious dense stellar disk, seen almost edge on 
in the upper part of the image, and extended clouds of stars below. The conspicuously 
bright red & pink complex in the upper left is the Tarantula Nebula. The LMC is about 
152,000 light years away and holds about 20,000,000,000 solar masses. 
Image by Loke Kun Tan at http://www.staryscapes.com 
The Small Magellanic Cloud (SMC) shows a concentration similar to the LMC, but with-
out the same extended star clouds. The red & pink areas are HII star forming regions scat-
tered throughout the galaxy. The SMC is about 200,000 light years away, and holds about 
1/10 the mass of the LMC. The SMC shares the sky in this image with the spectacular 
foreground globular cluster 47 Tucanae  (NGC604) to the left of the image. The globular 
cluster is only about 14,500 light years away, is 50 arcminutes in diameter, holds 
1,300,000 solar masses, and is one of the largest Milky Way globular clusters. A second 
Milky Way globular cluster, NGC 362 is at the bottom of the image, about 20,000 light 
years away. The image is by Stephane Guisard.  
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The image at left shows the Milky Way, the Magellanic Clouds and Comet 
McNaught. Miloslav Druckmiller made the image on January 28, 2007, in the 
Patagonia region of Argentina. The image is 100 degrees across.  
 
The image above is an HST image of the massive star cluster R136 in the Taran-
tula Nebula. The cluster is so compact that it was originally cataloged as a single 
star. It was only discovered to be a cluster when astronomers realized that it must 
have been far too massive for a single star. The cluster weighs about 500,000 
solar masses, shines 78,000,000 times brighter than the sun, and holds dozens of 
stars that might be as heavy as 100 solar masses.  

� � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � 
 	 � � � 
 	 � �

To meet all your labor needs, go with the best. 
 
The Tyrell Corp. 
“More human than human” 
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The images on this page are of Comet Holmes.  They were taken by Jeff 
Schroeder from Ford Observatory using the observatories 18-inch Newtonian 
reflector. 
Comet Holmes is normally not visible to the unaided eye, but an outburst similar 
to the one it experienced during its discovery year 1892 caused it to shine at 
around mag +2, but unless another outburst happens, it’ll probably fade back to 
obscurity by the time this bulletin goes to press. 
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Ballot for 2007 LAAS Board Elections 

 
______ President—David Sovereign 
______ Vice-President—Mary Brown 
______ Secretary—Kate Hutton 
______ Treasurer—Herbert Kraus 
 
Board Members (Vote for 9 only) 
______ PJ Goldfinger 
______ Tim Thompson 
______ Reggie Flores 
______ Norman Vargas 
______ Richard Roosman 
______ David Nakamoto 
______ Mike White 
______ Don Degregori 
______ Herman Meyerdierks 
______ Bob Deubler 
______ Amber Vasquez 
______ Darrell Dooley 
______ Manuel Vaeza 
 
Write-in Candidates 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
 
Please cut out and mail to: 
LAAS 
2800 East Observatory Rd. 
Los Angeles, CA  90027 
 
Ballots must reach the LAAS before the December 10th General Meeting. 
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This image shows the LAAS site.  Up or North is towards the left.  The image 
was generated by Google Earth, a s/w package that simulates a 3-D look from 
satellite imagery. 
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SCT for SaleSCT for SaleSCT for SaleSCT for Sale    
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Telescope for Sale 
CG-5 on a GoTo mount with tripod in excellent condition. It will support up 
to a 35lb OTA. It's 2 years old and I'm asking $400. 
 
Please contact Ed Smither at (818) 845-6914, or at 
twopilots2@mindspring.com 
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LAAS Home Page: http://www.laas.org  
LAAS Bulletin Online: http://www.laas.org/bulletin.html  
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EVENTS CALENDAR�
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Dec 8th (Sat) Dark Sky Night Lockwood Valley. 

Dec 10th (Mon) General Meeting Griffith Observatory. 
Elections, & member’s Show & Tell 

Dec 22nd (Sat) Public Star Party Griffith Observatory. 
See pg 3 for details on how to attend. 

Jan 5th (Sat) Dark Sky Night Lockwood Valley. 

Jan 12th (Sat) Public Star Party Griffith Observatory. 
See pg 3 for details on how to attend. 

Jan 14th (Mon) General Meeting Griffith Observatory. 
Speaker to be determined 
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New Members CornerNew Members CornerNew Members CornerNew Members Corner 
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Membership Annual Dues: 
Youth $ 20.00 
Regular (18-65) $ 35.00 
Senior Citizen (65 and up) $ 20.00 
Senior Family $ 30.00 
Family $ 50.00 
Group or Club $ 50.00 
Life $ 500.00 
Additional fees: 
Charter Star member $ 30.00 
Star member, with pad $ 70.00 
Star member, no pad $ 60.00 
(Membership due date is indi-
cated on the mailing label) 

 

HANDY PHONE 
LIST 
LAAS Answering Machine ...... (213) 
673-7355 
Griffith Observatory 
 Program................................ (213) 473-0800 
  Sky Report .............................unavailable for 

now 
Lockwood Site ......................... (661) 245-2106 
 (not answered, arrange time with caller. 
 Outgoing calls – collect or calling card) 
Mt. Wilson Institute .................. (626) 793-3100 
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LAAS Yahoo GroupLAAS Yahoo GroupLAAS Yahoo GroupLAAS Yahoo Group————how to joinhow to joinhow to joinhow to join    
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Astronomy Magazine 
Subscription Rate Changes 
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Sky and Telescope Subscription News 
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