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OUR 81st YEAR OF 
ASTRONOMY IN LOS ANGELES 
Los Angeles Astronomical Society 

Griffith Observatory 
2800 East Observatory Road 

Los Angeles, CA  90027 
 

Change of Address, Membership: 
Peter De Hoff, LAAS Secretary 

LAAS Officers: 
President ....................... David Sovereign 
 (626) 794-0646 
Vice President ..................... Mary Brown 
 nwwrgz@yahoo.com 
Treasurer ........................... Herbert Kraus 
 treasurer@laas.org 
Secretary ............................ Steve Dashiel 
 Secretary@laas.org 
Recording Secretary ............ PJ Goldfinger 
 pj@chara-array.org 
Volunteers: 
Library ................................ Mary Brown 
 nwwrgz@yahoo.com 
Outreach.......................... Don DeGregori 

Herbert Kraus 
 Outreach@laas.org 
Loaner Scopes ................ Dave Sovereign 
 (626) 794-0646 
Messier Program .............. Norman Vargas 
 (626) 288-4397 
New Members ....................... No Contact 
 Coordinator@laas.org 
Speakers Bureau .............. Tim Thompson 
 tim@etacarinae.jpl.nasa.gov 
Youth Liaison ......................... Brian Mok 
 Youth@laas.org 
Bulletin Editor ............... David Nakamoto 
 BulletinEditor@laas.org 
Bulletin Printers and Web Site Managers 
 Peter De Hoff & Minghua Nie 
 admin@laas.org 
Contributing Editors ........ Tim Thompson 
 Don DeGregori 
 David Sovereign 

Editor’s 
Message 

�� ur apologies for how the 
election materials were 
handled this year.  A delay 

in the November meeting due to a 
holiday was one of the causes.  The 
board will work to resolve this issue so 
it won’t happen next year. 

Your new board members will also take 
over in February, since tradition says 
that such a change in the governance 
board happens at the banquet, being 
held this year in February. 

The new board members are: 

President—David Sovereign 

Vice-President—Mary Brown 

Secretary—Steve Dashiel 

Treasurer—Herbert Kraus 

Board Members: 
PJ Goldfinger 
Tim Thompson 
Reggie Flores 
Norman Vargas 
David Nakamoto 
Mike White 
Don Degregori 
Herman Meyerdierks 
Darrell Dooley 
(alternate) Bob Deubler 

Please wish our new board members 
good luck and lend them your support. 

The annual banquet will be held on 
Sunday February 17 at the Monterey 
Hills restaurant in Monterey Park, the 
same venue as our 2006 annual 

(Continued on page 3) 
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banquet. Dinner is tentatively scheduled to be served at 6:00pm. The  speaker is 
Mike Simmons and the topic is the history of Mount Wilson.  Price is set at $40 
per person.  Please reserve early.  Send your payment to the LAAS address on 
the previous page, attention Treasurer. 

Because of the tradition of not holding a general meeting in January due to the 
annual banquet, we’ll have NO general meeting in January, and we’ll hold both a 
general meeting and the annual banquet in February.  This is only for this year.  
Next year we should be back to the normal schedule. 

My continued thanks to all who have and continue to contribute to the success of 
the bulletin with their articles and images. And a plea for more of you to write or 
submit images for our bulletin. The deadline for submitting bulletin material is 
the 10th of each month. Please submit electronically, if possible, to  

BulletinEditor@laas.org 

All other material may be sent to the address listed at the top of the column at 
left, but timely reception and publication cannot be guaranteed. �  

David Nakamoto 
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For those that haven’t visited the new Griffith Observatory, here is an image of 
the interior of the Leonard Nimoy Event Horizon Theater.  Standing behind the 
podium is our past and future President, David Sovereign.  The bearded wonder 
in the white shirt is our past President Tim Thompson.  As can be seen, the new 
venue for our meetings is a far cry from the nights when it was held in the 
Planetarium.  Image supplied by David Nakamoto. 
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Deep Impact 
By Tim ThompsonBy Tim ThompsonBy Tim Thompson   
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(Continued on page 7) 
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The nucleus of comet 9P/Tempel 1. Arrows a & b show smooth areas that may 
be eruptive flows. The 4 small arrows highlight a cliff lit up by the sun. The short 
arrow at the bottom shows the impact site. The scale bar in the lower right is 1 
kilometer (0.62 miles).  
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(Continued on page 8) 

An absorption spectrum of the ejecta 7 seconds after impact. The black histogram 
are the observed data, and the red curve is a best fit model. The model is based 
on pure water ice grains that are 0.5 micrometers in diameter. The two spikes on 
the right, inside the absorption trough, are CH emission features. The slight 
misfit on the left side of the trough is due to water ice emission.  
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Time evolution of the impact flash, in milliseconds. The arrow in frame A shows 
the path of the impactor. The arrows in frames E – I highlight the rapidly 
expanding cold gas ejecta, separate from the dense plume below, which expands 
more slowly, and casts a shadow.   The image is a negative of the original. 
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Time evolution of the impact flash, in milliseconds. The arrow in frame A shows 
the path of the impactor. The arrows in frames E – I highlight the rapidly 
expanding cold gas ejecta, separate from the dense plume below, which expands 
more slowly, and casts a shadow. This is a negative image of the original. 

Time evolution of the impact flash, in milliseconds. The arrow in frame A 
shows the path of the impactor. The arrows in frames E – I highlight the rapidly 
expanding cold gas ejecta, separate from the dense plume below, which expands 
more slowly, and casts a shadow.  
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This is the society’s newest telescope, a 26-inch reflector that was originally 
designed and built to go on a spacecraft, then used at the Big Bear Solar 
Observatory for solar work.  We think the truss is steel, aluminum and titanium, 
and was designed to focus view motors (hence the wiring).  To get some idea of 
the size of this thing, see the image below. 
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This is the mirror box for the 26-inch reflector.  It weights considerably more 
than the truss does, despite its much smaller size!  Some idea of how heavy it 
was is gauged by the image below; four guys had to lift it. 
All these images were supplied by Bob Deubler who helped to move the scope 
from Big Bear to Monterey Park.  The camera was supplied by Minghua Nie who  
also assisted in moving this beast. 
The society’s plans for the telescope are still being determined.  One option is to 
make it into the large traveling telescope that the 31-inch was supposed to be but 
never was. 
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Telescope for Sale 
CG-5 on a GoTo mount with tripod in excellent condition. It will support up 
to a 35lb OTA. It's 2 years old and I'm asking $400.  Please contact Ed 
Smither at (818) 845-6914, or at twopilots2@mindspring.com  

And here are the telescope movers, caught in the main mirror for the scope.  
They are Bob Deubler, Peter DeHoff, Minghua Nei behind the flash of the 
camera, Virginia and Ken Ward, and Norman Vargas.  As can be seen, the 
telescope is probably a Cassegrain or Ritchie-Chretien, but we’ll know more 
soon.  The telescope is currently housed at Garvey Ranch Park.  You can see it in 
person on Wednesday nights when the observatory is open. 
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This image of the early morning lunar eclipse in August 28th of this year was 
taken by David Beraru.  The reports are that this was a particularly dark eclipse, 
which this image shows to good effect. 
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LAAS Home Page: http://www.laas.org  
LAAS Bulletin Online: http://www.laas.org/Resources_Newsletter.htm  

EVENTS CALENDAR�
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Jan 5th (Sat) Dark Sky Night Lockwood Valley. 
Check for weather conditions. 

Jan 12th (Sat) Public Star Party Griffith Observatory. 
See pg 3 for details on how to attend. 

 General Meeting NO  GENERAL  MEETING  IN  
JANUARY 

Feb 9th Dark Sky Party Lockwood Valley 
Check for weather conditions. 

Feb 11th General Mtg Griffith Observatory 
Speaker undetermined. 

Feb 16th Public Star Party Griffith Observatory. 
See pg 3 for details on how to attend. 

Feb 17th Annual Banquet 
Monterey Hills restaurant 

Monterey Park 
Directions next month 
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Membership Annual Dues: 
Youth $ 20.00 
Regular (18-65) $ 35.00 
Senior Citizen (65 and up) $ 20.00 
Senior Family $ 30.00 
Family $ 50.00 
Group or Club $ 50.00 
Life $ 500.00 
Additional fees: 
Charter Star member $ 30.00 
Star member, with pad $ 70.00 
Star member, no pad $ 60.00 
(Membership due date is indi-
cated on the mailing label) 

 

HANDY PHONE 
LIST 
LAAS Answering Machine ...... (213) 
673-7355 
Griffith Observatory 
 Program................................ (213) 473-0800 
  Sky Report .............................unavailable for 

now 
Lockwood Site ......................... (661) 245-2106 
 (not answered, arrange time with caller. 
 Outgoing calls – collect or calling card) 
Mt. Wilson Institute .................. (626) 793-3100 

New Members CornerNew Members CornerNew Members CornerNew Members Corner 
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LAAS Yahoo GroupLAAS Yahoo GroupLAAS Yahoo GroupLAAS Yahoo Group————how to joinhow to joinhow to joinhow to join    
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Astronomy Magazine 
Subscription Rate Changes 
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Sky and Telescope Subscription News 
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