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Griffith Observatory 
Public Star Party Procedure 
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New Member Potluck / Star Party 
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We’re in the process of arranging this year’s schedule of 
Mt Wilson 60-inch telescope nights. 
 
Only LAAS members are allowed to sign up. If there is 
still room two (2) weeks prior to the date, paying guests 
will be permitted  Everyone who shows up, whether 
family member, friend, or guest, will have to pay in order 
to be allowed to be in the 60-inch telescope observatory. 
Tim Thompson is coordinating the effort and being the 
contact person.  He can be reached at: 

"���"#��%����

5G$1��(�&����������0
(9�H��

0��
��9��-��G5:5:!�,''  

When we start accepting reservations, please remember that it’s first come, first 
served. 

Any LAAS member who has not been to a 60 inch night at Mount Wilson should 
consider it as an opportunity to visit astronomy history. To see the location and 
equipment used by giants such as Wilson and Hubble, will add to your 
appreciation of their contributions. 

The scope belongs to LAAS all night except for those nights designated as half-
nights, when it will be available only until midnight. We mutually agree upon 
which objects to view. Often, a member is the operator, so it is a very 
comfortable environment. (Do bring a coat, however) The viewing is without a 
doubt the best your are likely to see in your lifetime. 

The cost is $75 per person for the full night, and $40 for the half night.  You 
must sign up and pay for the full night if that is the night you’re reserving.  No 
half night reservations on a full-night outing. 

Send your check payable to LAAS, to Tim Thompson.  �  

��������	�
���
�����  
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Increased LAAS Membership Dues 
Last year, the LAAS spent about $5000 more than it gained from its 
various income sources, mainly dues.  This was due to mainly to 
increases in the daily and yearly operating costs we incur.  We’re 
projecting a similar deficit in 2008.  Due to this, the governing 
board has made a decision to increase some of the dues. 

Effective in May 2008, the dues for membership in the LAAS will 
be increased to $45.00 a year for regular members, $30.00 a year 
for senior members ages 65 and over, $40.00 a year for senior 
family members, and $60 a year for family memberships.  In 
addition, members who require that printed copies of the bulletin be 
mailed to them, rather than access it from our website, will be 
charged an additional $15.00 a year to cover the costs for that 
service.  Youth memberships will remain at $20.00 a year, and 
there are no changes in in our fees for star members. 

As before, the benefits of regular and family memberships include 
subscriptions to the Griffith Observer.  Other members may obtain 
a subscription to that publication through the LAAS for $15.00 a 
year.  All LAAS members still have the opportunity to subscribe to 
the magazines Astronomy and Sky and Telescope at our reduced 
club rates, currently more than 20% below the regular subscription 
rates for both publications, and amounting to less than 50% of the 
prices for individual issues at the newsstand.  �  

Volunteers for RTMC Requested 
This year, as in past years, the LAAS will host a booth at the Riverside Telescope 
Makers Conference (RTMC).  This year, we’ll be in Telescope Field, the main 
area for distributers, manufacturers, and clubs.  We have a larger booth this year, 
and we need volunteers to donate some hours of their time to help promote the 
club. 

If you’re going to visit RTMC this year, why not volunteer a bit of your time.  
You’ll help promote the LAAS, meet new people, and make a difference. 

If you’re interest, please contact David Sovereign at %&�&'���(H�&(&$  
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The Real Lord of the Rings 
By Tim ThompsonBy Tim ThompsonBy Tim Thompson   
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Membership Annual Dues: 
Youth $ 20.00 
Regular (18-65) $ 45.00 
Senior Citizen (65 and up) $ 30.00 
Senior Family $ 40.00 
Family $ 60.00 
Life $ 500.00 
Additional fees: 
Charter Star member $ 30.00 
Star member, with pad $ 70.00 
Star member, no pad $ 60.00 
Printed Bulletin $ 15.00 
(Membership due date is 
indicated on the mailing label) 

 

HANDY PHONE 
LIST 
 
LAAS Answering Machine ..... (213) 673-7355 
Griffith Observatory 
 Program ............................. (213) 473-0800 
 Sky Report ....................unavailable for now 

Lockwood Site ....................... (661) 245-2106 
 (not answered, arrange time with caller. 
 Outgoing calls – collect or calling card) 

Mt. Wilson Institute ................ (626) 793-3100 
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