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Griffith Observatory
Public Star Party Procedure
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Mount Wilson

By Timothy Thompson
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Don Nicholson, President Emeritus o
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Thursday through Sunday
October 30 to Novemnber 2, 2008

NIV I FALLES <.
DEEP SKY TREATS IN THE DESERT 2008 [nsdenate ot

N1 GHTTFATLIL B ASI1CS

Nightfall 2008 is a four-day event held at a desert reson in
Borrego Springs, California; this is the 16th annual edition. The
resort supponts the event by either switching off or changing to
red all of the exterior lighting, and by making Nightfall the
exclusive user of the propeny for its duration. There is no cost
to come to Mightfall, but lodging or RV parking cosis at the
reson are the responsibility of the anendee (see below). You
may also stay at a nearby hotel, or camp at the adjacent state
park, and siill set up on the main event grounds during Mightfall.

W H AT C AN |1 DO ?

You may attend Nightfall for one, two or three nights {minimum two-nights if you are staying at the Palm
Canyon Resort). Many people make a mini-vacation out of it and come out on Thursday afternoon and
stay until Sunday. Mightfall typically offers sunny, mid-fall days - great for exploring the nearby Anza
Borrego Park; you can also attend workshops on astro-imaging and related topics during the day on
Friday and Saturday (special registrationffees required). At night, there are several designated areas
an the hotel grounds for telescope set-up, these areas have signs, and will be identified in the printed
program. Large telescopes can be safely left outside, but participants are encouraged to keep cameras
and other accessories in their cars, or take them back to their rooms, and you should provide protection
against the sun and dust dunng the day. Other free activittes during MNightfall include a Friday afternocn
recepiion in the hotel saloon, a Saturday afternoon potluck dinner, and Saturday night sky tour.

HOW DO 1 REGISTER?

If you plan on staying at the Palm Canyon Resort, either in
a hotel room or in the RV park, you need to call the resort
at (800) 242-0044 or go online at www.pcresort.com. You
should reserve early - the resort is often sold out by
the end of summer. When calling, please tell the clerk
you are attending Mightfall (aka “the telescope event”), or
. you may be told the resont is booked for the weekend.

B Rates this year range from $94 to $105 a night for rooms,
o

and $28 to 534 a night for AV sites; both require a

"h. minimum two-night stay. I you are coming in an BV and

: want to have a separate space for your telescope gear,
you must pay for that space. i you are imerested in attending the astroimaging workshops on Friday or
Saturday, please check the website - waww.nightfali2008.com - for registration information and cost
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Silhouettes on the Moo

By David Nakamoto

! ' 9 9 "
1 7K8
! )
c ' '99 + 9
B " ! 1
" "G
( 10
& 1 '99
B B
"
! G
'99
| 1 "
| 1
B 0 ! 1 ! [
( 1 !
W |
G8 '1 1 "
@
!
| |
@
| ]
L ‘0
| |
!
! 0
0 10
1 0




e 0 @ C
I I "
" ! 9 ! 01
| "
$ "l 1
1o 1" " 10
1 B !
" " % !
1 " 0
[ |
" " 10 ! "
$ !
" !
0 [ ! !

1 ! % * M "
Equ|pment for Sale ........................................... $119.00
Meade AR-5 LXD55 ........... $550.00 Meade Plossl 9mm Illuminated reticle,

OTA WIFEleSS ....evveieeiiiiiiiiieieee $77.00
German Equatorial Mount Meade Electronic Eyepiece..... $70.00
#930 diagonal mirror Meade 929 Diagonal Mirror UHTC, 2
Autostar control N e $119.00
Standard tripod Meade #932 45 deg erecting prism
Standard finder scope $47.00
Ten pound balance weight Meade 2x Telenegative Amplifier,
Manual model 140 .........cccveeereeiiiinnne. $20.00
Original box w/foam Meade #905 Variable Polarizing Filter
Meade Super Ploss| eyepieces, ccccccieeiiiiiiiiiee e $48.00
multicoated ........cccceeeeee... $140.00 Meade Universal AC Adapter. $59.00
6.4mm 1.25in Meade Battery Pack (8 D-
9.4mm 1.25in CElIS).eveiiiiiece e, $0.00
12.4 mm 1.25in $1338.00

15mm 1.25in
20mm 1.25in
26 mm 1.25in
32mm 1.25in
40mm 1.25in

The scope and peripherals are in
excellent condition - used a half dozen
times. | no longer have space to set up.
If you're interested, contact:

56 mm 2in Rick Smith
Meade Nebula filter #908N (1.25 in.) 951-849-7640
.............................................. $89.00 Banning, CA (1)

Meade Nebula filter #910B (2 in)
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FOR SALE: Vintage Questar 3.5-inch Telescope

Your L.A. Astronomical Society is selling a 1971 stawd®.5-inch Questar
(Serial No. 1-CV-4546-BB) that was donated to us by a genériensl. But this
telescope is not well suited for use at LAAS’ publicr starties and other
outreach activities or as a loaner scope for our mespbed it is too valuable to
languish in our shop. It's an excellent instrument thias fully reconditioned
this year by Questar Corp. and is in pristine conditidts premium features
include a Cer-Vit mirror for increased reflectivity cafroad band coatings to
reduce light loss, and it comes with all

the standard Questar components and

accessories of its era, including two

“Erfle” eyepieces (26 mm and 12 mm),

an off-axis sun filter, a synchronous

drive AC motor, and a cowhide leather

carrying case with a luggage cover. ltis

being offered for sale at $2,300, but

reasonable offers will be considered.

Contact the LAAS treasurer at

treasurer@laas.gror by mail at P.O.

Box 56084, Sherman Oaks, CA 91413.
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LAAS Home Page: http://www.laas.org
LAAS Bulletin Online: http://www.laas.org/Resources_Newsletter.htm
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LAAS Yahoo Group—how to jain
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and Telescope Subscriptions

Lo # J ! T R

Membership Annual Dues:

Youth $20.00 |HANDY PHONE

Regular (18-65) $45.00 O

Senior Citizen (65 and up) $3000 |LIST

Senior Family $40.00

Famil 60.00

Pollad $3;00 00 |LAAS Answering Machine ......(213) 673-7355

Additional fees: Griffith Observatory

Charter Star member $30.00 Spligglgaergort """""""""""" na\(/iﬁg)bé 7f30' rogg\?/

Star member, with pad $70.00 h

Star member, no pad $60.00 Lockwood SHE ...cccvvvrsssscssvvven (_661) 245-2106

Printed Bulletin $15.00 (not answered, arrange time with caller.
: : ’ Outgoing calls — collect or calling card)

(Membership due date is Mt. Wilson Institute................. (626) 793-3100

indicated on the mailing label)




