
 1 

 

The Los Angeles Astronomical Society 

The Bulletin  Volume 93, Issue  09 

September, 2019 

In This Issue 

Lunar Crater Depth vs Diameter..….……Pages 2-3 

Report: Family Night–July  27..……..…...Pages 4-5 

Report: Haramokngna………………………..Pages 6-7 

LAAS President Speaks At Mt Wilson….Pages 8-9 

Make Your Telescope Easier To Use…..….Page 10 

From the LAAS Archive……………..…………..Page 11 

RTMC -  September 19-22, 2019…………...Page 12 

Family Night In September………………..….Page 13 

Mt. Wilson Session Schedule.…….…......…Page 14 

Meet the New Members.............…....……Page 15 

September Star Report…………..……...Pages 16-17 

Almanac ..…………..….………...………..……....Page 18 

Calendar of Events ..…...……..……….….…...Page 19 

The LAAS Outreach & Club Swag……...…..Page 20 

Amazon Smiles & Astro Magazines……....Page 21 

Club Contacts & Social Media Links……....Page 22 

Mailer ……………………………..…………………..Page 22 

The Little Rosette Nebula - Brian Paczkowski  

The Little Rosette Nebula (Sh2-170) in the constellation of Cassiopeia. This is an 

emission nebula located about 7500 light years from Earth and has a similar look, 

albeit smaller and with less structure to the Rosette Nebula in Monoceros. This is 

a narrowband (H-alpha, OIII, SII) and RGB composite made from a combined 25 

hours of narrowband data (10 min subs) and 4 hours of RGB data (5 min subs) 

taken over the last couple of weeks. The narrowband data was collected light pol-

luted backyard and the RGB data was collected at Lockwood. Pre-processed in 

Nebulosity and processed in PixInsight. (AGOptical 10”iDK, 10Micron GM2000 HPS 

II mount, ZWO ASI 1600mm-cool at -25C)  
NewContactInfo? 

Ifyouhaverecentlymoved,changed

youremailaddressorphonenumber,

pleasecontactourclubsecretaryat

secretary@laas.org. 

JointheLosAngelesAstronomicalSociety-Tofindourmembershipappli-

cationandfurtherinformation,pleasevisitourwebsiteatLAAS.org. 

FamilyNightatLockwood 

Sept.21,2019atourLockwoodfacility. 

https://www.facebook.com/brian.paczkowski.3?fref=gs&__tn__=%2Cd%2AF%2AF-R&eid=ARB5q693BEQGycTGACvUlssacmqA6Jkp4pLBuAO9Zw3ypXQ9XehuDAid97ERAFxMCnOtchHpkcsciBWv&tn-str=%2AF&dti=128417231220338&hc_location=group_dialog
mailto:secretaty@laas.org?subject=New%20Contact%20Info
laas.org
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Lunar Crater Depth vs. Diameter 
Can a lunar crater’s depth contribute more to its visibility than its diameter? 

By Ray Blumhorst 

 

Recently,IcommunicatedwithLAASfriend(EdDempsey)aboutApollo11landingsitelandmarksandtheirvisibility.I
waspuzzledbyhowthecraterMoltkeat4milesdiameterwassmallbutvisibleinmyimage,whilethecraterArmstrong
at2.9milesdiameterwasundetectable.Theevensmallerdiametercraters,AldrinandCollins,werelikewiseundetect-
able.CratersArmstrong,Aldrin,andCollinsarenamedafterthesuccessfulApollo11crew. 

 

MoltkecraterisalandmarkclosetotheApollo11landingsite,asareRitterandSabinecraters. 



 3 

 

Here'saNASAphotoofthethreecraters(Armstrong,Aldrin,andCollins)nexttoMoltkecrater:  

 

 
James Stuby based on NASA image - Oblique Apollo 16 Mapping camera image rotated and cropped to show the vicin-
ity of the Apollo 11 landing site. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armstrong_(crater)#/media/File:Apollo_11_site_annotated_AS16-M-1389.jpg 

 

Theshallownessofthethreecraters(Armstrong,Aldrin,andCollins),appearstobeafactorintheirlackofvisibil-
ity. Moltkeat.81milesdepthappearstohavekickedupmuchmorelightreflectiveanorthositefromitsformativemete-
oritestrikethantheshallowerArmstrongat.43milesdepth,Aldrinat.37milesdepthandCollinsat.37milesdepth.   

 

Inanutshell,albedoisthepowertoreflectlight.Theprevalenceofhighlyreflectiveanorthositethat’sinandaround
MoltkegivesMoltkeahighalbedo.Incontrast,thedarklavaofMareTranquilitatisthat’sinandaroundArmstrong,Al-
drin,andCollinshaslowalbedo.AccordingtoWikipedia,anorthosite mayalsoexhibitaniridescenceknownaslabra-
dorescenceonfreshsurfaces. WikipediasaysthisabouttheMoltkecrater:"It is a small, bowl-shaped crater surround-
ed by a bright halo of higher albedo material." 

 

ForLunarimagerswhowishtoimagethesmallcratersArmstrongAldrinandCollins,knowingthespecificchallenges
areonesmallstepclosertomissionsuccess. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armstrong_(crater)#/media/File:Apollo_11_site_annotated_AS16-M-1389.jpg
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Report: Family Night - July 27, 2019 

By Spencer SooHoo 

 ThisFamilyNightwaswellattended--Idon'teverrecallseeingso

manyattendees...IstoppedcountingwhenIreached40orsofor

theSunsetTalk,butotherssaidtheycounted52attendees.  

Thefoodwasplentiful,andabigthankstoZolyandKryisztinafor

bringingburgers,hot

dogs,andagrill. And

forthoseofuswho

hadthemidnight

munchies,Zolyfiredup

thegrillandtreatedus

tomoreburgersand

hotdogs.  Theweath-

erverypleasantandI

didn'thavetoputon

longpantsandalightjacketuntilwellafter1AM. Inthedarkness,youcould

hearthevisualobserverscalloutobjectsforpeopletolookat...includingthe

RingNebula,Andromeda,theDumbell,doublestars,andsoonthroughthe

night. I'destimatethecrowdtobeevenlysplitbetweenvisualobserversand

imagers. Mostleftaroundmidnightorretiredtotheirtents/RVs,butatleast

onediehardstayeduptophotographthemoonasitclearedthemountains

(sometimebetween2:30and3AM). 

Photo credit: Spencer SooHoo  

More photos on the next page.  
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"You'remakingmewanttogointoastronomy,butI'msupposedtogointolawenforcement,"saidoneyoungmanas

helookedatM15throughLAASBoardMemberZolyDobrovics” 12" MeadeLX200GPStelescope."Whynotdoboth,"

saidDobrovics,whothennavigatedtotheGarnetStarNebula. 

About15youngpeople,ages14to20,mostlyboys,weretreatedtoawaxinggibbousmoonduringanAugust9,2019

LAASoutreachattheHaramokngnaAmericanIndianCulturalCenteroffMt.WilsonRedBoxRoadandAngelesCrest

HighwayinAzusa. 

Thiswasthefirsttime,LAAShadbeeninvitedbythe

"SummerofEngagement"campingprogramforun-

der-privilegedteensandyoungadults,manyofwhom

wereencounteringatelescopeforthefirsttime,and

seeingthenightskyupclosealsoforthefirsttime. 

Theseeing,itwashazyoffandon.Butthisdidn'tpre-

ventparticipantsfromenjoyingSaturn,Jupiterand

theGalileanmoons. 

LAASOutreachCoordinatorHevenRenteriasetup

binocularsonhisMonsterParallelogramtripod,and

sethissightsonthemoon.Withhisgreenlaser,he

alsopointedoutwiththeSummerTriangle,Antares,

aswellastheBigDipperandtheLittleDipperaster-

isms. 

LAASVolunteerJavierColonsetuphisTakahashi

Dall-Kirkhamtelescope,alsotrainedonthemoon.

WhileIshowedupwithmyeight-inchZhumellDob-

sonian,andtaughttheyoungmenhowtousea

Celestronzoomlens,andtouseaTel-Radfinder.

"Ohit'slikeasniperscope,"saidoneboy,whoin-

stantlygraspedhowtofindSaturnwithit.Earlierin

theevening,thetwovisibleplanetswereinconjunc-

tionwiththemoon. 

 

 

Othercelestialobjectsobserved--theRingNebula(very

faintduetohaze),DoublestarofBetaCyngi

"Albireo"(goldenyellowandsapphirebluecolorswereverydistinctandclear),MizarandAlcorintheBigDipper(the

separationwaseasilydetected),Polaris(faint),andatleasttwometeorsprobablyfromthePerseids(becauseit'sAu-

gust!!).OtherLAASvolunteerswhohelpedmaketheeveningfunwereAttilaDobrovics,Kriszta'Dobrovics,andJoe

Phipps. 

 

Photocredit:ElizabethWong 

(Morephotosonthenextpage.) 

 

 Outreach Report: Haramokngna American Indian 

Cultural Center - August 9, 2019 

(Left to right, bottom): Kristza' Dobrovics, Joe Phipps, Javier 

Colon. (Top): Elizabeth Wong, Attila Dobrovics.  
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Joe Phipps sitting in a bench area of the 

Haramoknga Indian Cultural Center at sunset.  

Javier Colon setting up his Takahashi in the 

dark, illuminated by his red-light headlamp.  

 Kriszta Dobrovics, Joe Phipps, Zoly Dobrovics. (Left 

to right background): Attila Dobrovics, and Javier 

Colon.  
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LAAS President Speaks at Mt. Wilson  

Observatory’s Lecture Series 

By Ray Blumhorst 

Alecture,“StellarEvolutionandtheoriginoftheElements,” waspresentedbyLAASPresident,TimThompsontoafull
houseintheMt.WilsonObservatoryAuditoriumonAugust17. 

“Youcan’tspeakabouttheoriginoftheelementsandleavestellarevolutionoutofit,” saidThompson. 

Saturday’slecturewasinhonorofthe150
th
yearofthePeriodicTableoftheElementsandwaspartofMt.WilsonOb-

servatory’s“TalksandTelescopes” lectureseries,runningmonthlyuntilconcludingthe2019seasonNov.9.Formore
infoonthelectureseriesgoto:https://www.mtwilson.edu/lectures/ 

The“PeriodicTableoftheElements” wasstartedin1869byDmitriMendeleevandhasbeenaddedtoasmoreele-
mentshavebeenfound. 

https://www.mtwilson.edu/lectures/
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Duringhislecture,Thompsonexplainedwheretheelementscomefromthatmakeupthematterinallexistence– in-
cludinginourverybeings.TheBigBang,andallthestarsthathavesubsequentlyevolvedovertimehaveformedthe
vastmajorityoftheelementsweseeinthePeriodicTable,andthoseelementsarethebuildingblocksforourlives,civi-
lization,andbeyond.“Theuniverseevolvesfortworeasons,” saidThompson.“Oneofthemistheexpansionofspace
time,andtheotheroneistheevolutionofthestars.” 

Afterthelecture,theaudiencewasinvitedtotakealookatouruniversethroughtheMWO’shistoric100-inchtelescope.
Insidetheeyepiece,thetwostarsinthedoublestar“Izar” twinkledinbrilliantblueandgoldnexttoeachother. 

Drivinghomethroughthemountainsofferedtimeforcontemplationofalltheinformationfromthelectureand100-inch
telescopeobservation.Intherear-viewmirror,reflectingourSun’slight,aninetyfivepercentilluminatedMoonrose
overtheSanGabrielMountainsandMt.WilsonObservatoryat9:42p.m.,asthreecarsascendedthewindingAngeles
CrestHighway– headingeast.Therevelatorynatureofthedayseemedtohavenoend. 
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Make Your Telescope Easier To Use 

by Tom Wallace 

I'veuploadedseveralYouTubevideostomakelifeeasierforamateurastronomers. 

 

ThefirstvideoshowsshowinghowtoeasilysetupaMeadeTelescopeTripodtoavoidproblemsthreadingthe

mountingboltintothetelescopebasehttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G-qqT0p5U4s&list=PLgHiYdbb2tMIKvRxv-

TuZo6j8DcqmyGdQ&index=4 

 

Thethreevideosinthisplaylistshowhowtobuildaninexpensivewoodendollyformovingatelescopemountedona

tripodfromagarageorshedforobserving.https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=UmPbrOFqbgY&list=PLgHiYdbb2tMIKvRxv-TuZo6j8DcqmyGdQ 

 

Otherastronomyvideosareinthissectionofmyyoutubechannel:https://www.youtube.com/user/tomstda/playlists?

view=50&sort=dd&shelf_id=19 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G-qqT0p5U4s&list=PLgHiYdbb2tMIKvRxv-TuZo6j8DcqmyGdQ&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G-qqT0p5U4s&list=PLgHiYdbb2tMIKvRxv-TuZo6j8DcqmyGdQ&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UmPbrOFqbgY&list=PLgHiYdbb2tMIKvRxv-TuZo6j8DcqmyGdQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UmPbrOFqbgY&list=PLgHiYdbb2tMIKvRxv-TuZo6j8DcqmyGdQ
https://www.youtube.com/user/tomstda/playlists?view=50&sort=dd&shelf_id=19
https://www.youtube.com/user/tomstda/playlists?view=50&sort=dd&shelf_id=19
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From the LAAS Archives 

Lew Chilton, Club Historian 
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Riverside Telescope Makers Conference (RTMC) 

September 19-22, 2019 

Whetheryouareabeginneroranadvancedamateurastronomer,wewelcomeyou

toattendtheRTMCAstronomyExpojustoutsideofBigBearCity 

 

See the stars in the clear mountain sky at YMCA Camp Oakes 

Learn of new developments in amateur telescope making 

Check out the latest telescopes and equipment brought in by vendors for observers 

Enjoy presentations covering observing, telescopes, and getting started in astronomy 

Shop at the swap meet for astro-goodies on Saturday and Sunday 

Socialize and observe with friends and fellow amateur astronomers 

LearnmoreaboutRTMCbyfollowingthislinktotheirofficialwebsite:http://rtmcastronomyexpo.org/ 

RegistrationInformationandform:http://rtmcastronomyexpo.org/rtmc-expo-registration/ 

Forfurtherinformationandcontactlist,pleasevisitthefollowinglink:http://rtmcastronomyexpo.org/contacts/ 

The LAAS will have an information booth and volunteers will be needed. If you would like to help out for a few 

hours, please contact Tim Thompson at timthompson3@verizon.net 

http://rtmcastronomyexpo.org/
http://rtmcastronomyexpo.org/rtmc-expo-registration/
http://rtmcastronomyexpo.org/contacts/
mailto:timthompson3@verizon.net?subject=RTMC%20Volunteer%20-%20Info%20Booth
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Family Night At Lockwood 

September 21, 2019 

Date:Saturday,September21,2019 

StartTime:5:00PM 

Location:LockwoodValley 

In2011,“FamilyNights“ werescheduledatourLockwood

DarkSkysitebestknownastheSteveKufeldAstronomical

Site(SKAS). 

Hereisalinkonourwebsitetolearnmoreaboutthisspecial

clubfacility: 

http://www.laas.org/joomlasite/index.php/dark-sky-observing. 

FamilyNightsarescheduledforallclubmembersandfamilies

toenjoyanightofdarkskyobservationfarfromthecitylightsofLosAngeles.Youmaybringcampingequipmentor

campersandstayfortheentireevening.It’sastarpartyandgivesourmembersanopportunitytoviewcelestialobjects

normallynotvisibleintheskyoverthecity. 

Duetoextremeweatherconditions,weonlyofferthesenightstoourmembersduringwarmermonths. 

Gatesopenat5PMandthedeparturetimeswillbediscussedwiththegroup.Pleasearriveearlybeforesunsettobe-

comefamiliarwiththegroundsandsetupequipment.Someofourmembersenjoysettingupapotluck-stylemealto

sharewithallmembers.PleaseusetheIOgrouptodiscussmoreaboutthiswonderfulweekendofdarkskiesandclub

fellowship. 

Family Night, 2017 

http://www.laas.org/joomlasite/index.php/dark-sky-observing
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          Mt. Wilson Nights  

2019 Session Schedule 
Session Schedule:  

60 Inch Nights Only 

 

Friday,Sept.27 

Saturday,Oct.26 

Saturday,Nov.23 

 

Thepricesforthesenightsareasfollows: 

$50-60InchNights 

 

Allofthedatesabovehavebeenpostedonthe

clubcalendar.Theseareprivateeventsexclu-

sivetocurrentLAASmembers,families,and

theirguestsonly. 

PleaseclickonthefollowinglinktocontactDar-

rellDooley,ourMt.WilsonCoordinatorbefore

submittingpayment. 

mtwilsoncoordinator@laas.org. 

 

TopayusingPayPalorbycreditcard,please

usethefollowinglink: 

https://fs30.formsite.com/LAAS/MtWilson/

index.html 

 

Topaybycheck,pleasemailyourcheckto: 

LAASc/oGriffithObservatory 

2800E.ObservatoryRoad 

LosAngeles,CA.90027 

ATTN:Treasurer/Mt.Wilson 

 

*Pleasewrite“60 Inch” onyourcheck.Makeyourcheck

payableto:LAAS 

Note:Ifyoupaybycheck,yourcheckmaybeheldbyour

Treasurerforseveralweeks,beforeclearingyourbank. 

mailto:mtwilsoncoordinator@laas.org.?subject=LAAS%20-%20Mt%20Wilson%20Session%20
https://fs30.formsite.com/LAAS/MtWilson/index.html
https://fs30.formsite.com/LAAS/MtWilson/index.html
https://www.mtwilson.edu/
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OurLAASBoardMeetingstakeplaceonceamonthattheGarveyRanchParkObservatory.Youcanfindthedatesfor

thesemeetingsonoureventcalendar.AllmembersarewelcometoattendallBoardmeetings.Thesemeetingsbeginat

8PM. 

AllcurrentmembersmaylistentorecordedmeetingsbyloggingontoourwebsiteatLAAS.organdclickingonthe

“MembersOnly” tabtofindthefiles.Contact:webmaster@laas.orgforyourlogincredentials. 

 

EveryLAASmemberisavolunteeratsomepoint.Somemembersvolunteertosharetelescopeswiththepublic,while

otherstackleadministrativeduties,helpoutatourcommunityandpublicevents,orjoinaclubcommittee.Takingphotos

atoureventsandwritingarticlesabouteventsforourclubnewsletteraregreatwaystovolunteer. 

Participatingatoneofouroutreacheventsisanotherfineandfulfillingopportunity.ThisisYOURclub.Don’tsitback

andletothermembersdotheworkandhaveallthefun!Speakwithaclubofficerandfindouthowyoucanvolunteer

andgetmoreinvolvedintheLAASasamember. 

 

SeanCorlin 

KevinBecker 

FrancineRicks 

BabakSaberi 

DanielBarton 

 

Meet  

The 

New 

Members 

 

PleaseremembertorenewyourmembershiponceyoureceivenoticefromtheClubSecretaryinyour

emailinbox.Usethislinktolearnhowtorenewyourmembership: 

https://fs30.formsite.com/LAAS/MemberRenewal/index.html 

Pleasesendanynewcontactinformationtotheclubsecretaryatsecretary@LAAS.org. 

 

 

 

LAAS Board Meetings 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Time To Renew Your Membership? 

KevinKhachatryanandFamily 

EzekielNacach 

RituGuptaandFamily 

MadisonGamboaandFamily 

DanielYoung 

 

IvanMoreno 

JeffreyHall 

GenieHong 

PatrickandCharlotteStadelmann 

MattCunningham 

ClaireSchwartz 

ManuelZarate 

RobertMocharia 

WilliamBubinski 

ItichaiTiemsanjai 

mailto:webmaster@laas.org?subject=Password%20for%20LAAS%20Website%20Request
https://fs30.formsite.com/LAAS/MemberRenewal/index.html
mailto:secretary@laas.org?subject=LAAS%20Contact%20Info%20Update
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September Star Report 

By Dave Nakamoto 

SinceJune,eveningstartsearlierandearlier.Jupiterissettingfastinthesouthwest,andSaturnisashighasitgetsin

thesouth.YourtypicalSummerconstellationsaresettinginthewesternhalfofthesky,whilethoseofAutumnareris-

ingintheeast.Onthe23
rd
istheautumnalequinox. 

TheMoonbeginsthemonthasaverythincrescentintheeveningskies.Itendsthemonthasathincrescentinthe

morningskies. 

Thelunarphasesare: 

FirstQuarter– 6
th
 

FullMoon– 14
th
 

LastQuarter– 21
st
 

NewMoon– 28
th
 

Asweapproachtheautumnalequinox,nightsgetlongeranddaysshorter.Thisisbecausetheearthispastthesum-

mersolstice,whentheearth’srotationalaxisispointedasmuchtowardstheSunaspossible.Thataxisalwayspoints

atthesamepositioninthesky,towardsPolaristheNorthStar,butastheearthrevolvesaroundtheSun,thataxisalter-

nativelytiltstowardstheSun,thenawayfromit,thenbackagainina12monthcycle.EquinoxisLatin,ancientItalianif

youwill,forequal(equi-)nights(-nox).Onthe23
rd
ofthisyear,daysandnightsareofequallength,12hourseach,

hencethename. 

Thechartbelowshowstheskyaround9:00PMinSeptember 

It’salwayshardtoseeconstellationsfromurbanlocations,but1
st
magstarscanbeseen.Twoofthebrightestshine

overhead,Vegaandlessbrightlytothesouth,Altair.ScienceFictionmoviebuffswillrecognizethelatterfrom

“ForbiddenPlanet.” Yes,thatAltair.Denebisfainterthantheothertwo,butshouldbevisibletotheeast 
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David Nakamoto has been observing the heavens 

through various scopes since he was in the 5th 

grade.  He can be reached at  

dinakamoto@hotmail.com. 

ofVega.ThesethreestarsformtheSummerTriangle.VegaiswithintheconstellationLyratheHarp,AltairisinAquila

theEagle,andDenebisinCygnustheSwan. 

Jupiterisstillputtingonashow,butit’ssettinginthewestaseveningstarts,sogetyourviewsofitwhileyoucan.Next

monthit’llprettymuchbegoneforthenext6monthsfromoureveningskies.TherearenosignificantJovianmoon

eventsthismonth,becauseJupitercanonlybeobservedforafewhourseachevening. 

Saturnisashighasitwillgetaseveningstarts,soonceagain,getyourviewsofitwhileyoucan.It’stowardsthe

southandshouldbethebrighteststarinthatportionofthesky,althoughaquickcomparisonrevealsit’salotfainter

thanJupiter. 

BinocularsandlowpowertelescopeswillshowthatSaturnisdefinitelyovalinshape,notround,butyou’llneedmagni-

ficationsaround100xormoretoseetheringsdistinctly.Despitebeingjustabouteveryone’sfavoriteplanet,Saturnis

small.Withtheringsit’saboutaslargeasJupiter.Without,abouthalfJupiter’ssize,45timessmallerthantheMoon.

TheimagebelowwastakenonAugust8
th
2018fromthepublicstarpartyheldatGriffithObservatoryusingmy7-inch

aperture105inchfocallengthMaksutovtelescopewithaCelestronNexImagevideocamera.Themagnificationis

about400x. 

 

Youmightseetheblacklineseparatingtheinnerfromtheouterrings,calledCassini’sdivisionaftertheItalianastrono-

merwhofirstsawthemclearly.Bandingontheplanet’sdiskcanbeseen.There’stheshadowoftheplanetonthe

rings,seenontheringswheretheypassbehindSaturn.There’salsotheshadowoftheringsontheplanet,wherethe

ringscrossinfrontofSaturn’sdisk. 

EvenasmallscopecanseeSaturn’sbrightestmoon,Titan,asafaintstarneartheringedplanet,buttheotherswill

requiremoreaperture(width)andmagnificationtomakeout.UnlikeJupiter,Saturndoesnothaveanybrightmoons. 

TheLosAngelesAstronomicalSociety,alsoknownastheLAAS,operatestheGarveyRanchParkobservatory.The

observatoryislocatedjustofftheeastparkinglot.It’sopentothepubliceveryWednesdaynightfrom7:00PMto10:00

PM.An8-inch9-footlongrefractingtelescopeisavailabletolookthrough,weatherpermitting.Peopleoftensetup

theirowntelescopesoutonthelawnbesidetheobservatory.There’satelescopemakingworkshopontheground

floor,andLAASmembersarereadytoprovideadviceandknowledgeonallthingsastronomical.Everythingisfreeof

charge.Ifyouhaveanyquestionsonequipment,observing,orjustwantapeekthroughatelescope,droponby! 
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Need Help With A New Telescope?  

Visit the Garvey Ranch Observatory on any 

Wednesday night 7 PM to 10 PM for tips and assis-

tance from your fellow LAAS members.   

This is a free event for the public. 

Learn more: The Garvey Ranch Park Observatory 

September 23 - September Equinox. TheSeptember
equinoxoccursat07:50UTC.TheSunwillshinedirectly
ontheequatorandtherewillbenearlyequalamountsof
dayandnightthroughouttheworld.Thisisalsothefirst
dayoffall(autumnalequinox)intheNorthernHemisphere
andthefirstdayofspring(vernalequinox)intheSouthern
Hemisphere. 
 
September 28 - New Moon. TheMoonwilllocatedonthe
samesideoftheEarthastheSunandwillnotbevisiblein
thenightsky.Thisphaseoccursat18:26UTC.Thisisthe
besttimeofthemonthtoobservefaintobjectssuchas
galaxiesandstarclustersbecausethereisnomoonlight
tointerfere. 
 

 
Source: http://www.seasky.org/astronomy/
astronomy-calendar-2019.html 

Almanac 

September 9 - Neptune at Opposition. Thebluegiant
planetwillbeatitsclosestapproachtoEarthandits
facewillbefullyilluminatedbytheSun.Itwillbebrighter
thananyothertimeoftheyearandwillbevisibleall
nightlong.Thisisthebesttimetoviewandphotograph
Neptune.DuetoitsextremedistancefromEarth,itwill
onlyappearasatinybluedotinallbutthemostpower-
fultelescopes. 
 
September 14 - Full Moon. TheMoonwillbelocated
ontheoppositesideoftheEarthastheSunanditsface
willbewillbefullyilluminated.Thisphaseoccursat
04:34UTC.ThisfullmoonwasknownbyearlyNative
AmericantribesastheFullCornMoonbecausethecorn
isharvestedaroundthistimeofyear.Thismoonisalso
knownastheHarvestMoon.TheHarvestMoonisthe
fullmoonthatoccursclosesttotheSeptemberequinox
eachyear. 
.MeteorswillradiatefromtheconstellationPerseus,but
canappearanywhereinthesky. 

Mark your calendars for the Riverside Telescope Makers Con-

ference (RTMC) coming up in September. The LAAS always 

has a presence at this event. Let us know if you want to help 

out at our booth this year.  

Date: September 19-22,  2019  

Visit the official website to learn more:  

http://rtmcastronomyexpo.org/  

http://www.laas.org/joomlasite/index.php/information-for-new-members/garvey-ranch-observatory
file:///C:/Users/Andee/Documents/_5500543i
file:///C:/Users/Andee/Documents/_5500543i
https://www.mapquest.com/us/california/garvey-ranch-park-305867910
http://rtmcastronomyexpo.org/
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LAAS Jackets, T-Shirts, 

and Caps 

Shareyourclubspiritwiththepublicandwearyourclub

colorstohelpidentifyyouasamemberoftheLAAS

todaybyorderinganewjacket,t-shirtorcap. 

Ifyouwouldliketopurchaseclubjackets,T-shirts,or

capsfeaturingourclublogo,pleaselookforRichard

Roosmanatthepublicstarpartyandatourgeneral

meeting.Richardwillhavetheclubmerchandiseonsale

from2PMto6PMatthestarparty.  

 

Forfurtherinformation,feelfreetocontactRichardat

Richardinwalnutpark@msn.com.  

 

YoucanalsousethelinkonPaypal,ifyouwouldliketo

placeanorderforclubmerchandisebyusingthefollow-

inglink: 

http://laas.org/joomlasite/index.php/laas-merchandise 

Wanttoincludeastronomyoutreachatyourschool’s

sciencenightoropenhouse?Followthelinkbelowto

accesstherequestform: 

https://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/club-eventrequest.cfm?

Club_ID=1344 

ThemissionofLAASistopromoteinterestinandad-
vancetheknowledgeofastronomy,optics,telescope
makingandrelatedsubjects.Infurtheranceofitsmission,
LAASconductspublicstarpartiesandotheroutreach
eventsthatareintendedtoenhancethepublic'sunder-
standingofastronomyanditsenjoymentandapprecia-
tionofthebeautyandwondersofouruniverse. 

Weprovideoutreacheventsatlocalschools,GriffithOb-

servatory,Mt.WilsonObservatory,variousstateand

countyparks,andcommunityevents. 

JoinourOutreachteamofvolunteerstoday. 

ContactHevenRenteria,ourOutreachCoordinatorat

Outreach@LAAS.org 

LAAS Outreach Program LAAS Club Swag 

 

http://laas.org/joomlasite/index.php/laas-merchandise
https://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/club-eventrequest.cfm?Club_ID=1344
https://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/club-eventrequest.cfm?Club_ID=1344
mailto:Outreach@LAAS.org?subject=Outreach
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September 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 

Garvey Nights 

Board Meeting 

5 

Outreach-

Marina del Rey 

6 

 

7 

Public Star Party 

8 9 

General Meeting 

10 11 

Garvey Nights 

Lockwood 

Meeting 

12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 

Garvey Nights 

19 

RTMC 

20 

RTMC 

21 

RTMC 

Family Night 

22 

RTMC 

23 24 25 

Garvey Nights 

26 27 

60 Inch Night 

28 

Dark Sky Night 

Outreach-Chilao 

29 30      
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Disclaimer: The LosAngelesAstronomicalSociety,Inc.

isapubliccharity,asdefinedbyInternalRevenueCode

Section501(c)(3)andallcontributionstotheSocietyare

deductibleforFederaland StateIncometaxpurpos-

es. The Society does not endorse Amazon.com or any 

of its business practices,butweareregisteredwith

AmazonSmileandwillacceptcontributionsfromthat

program. IfyouareanAmazoncustomerandwouldlike

tohavepartoftheproceedsfromyourpurchaseretuned

totheSocietyasacontribution,please gotohttps://

smile.amazon.com/ whenyouareshoppingonAmazon

andselectLosAngelesAstronomicalSocietyunderthe

caption:"Orpickyourowncharitableorganization." A

percentageofyoupurchaseswillbedonatedtotheSoci-

etytofunditseducationalandoutreachprograms. 

JohnO’Bryan,Jr. 

Treasurer 

TheLAASisnowlistedonAmazonSmiles.Whenyou

purchaseanygoodsonAmazon.com,Amazonwilldo-

nateasmallpercentageofthefundstheyreceivefrom

you,backtotheLAAS.Here'ssomeinformationtohelp

bringinfundsforourclubprojects: 

WhatisAmazonSmile? 

AmazonSmileisasimpleandautomaticwayforyouto

supportyourfavoritecharitableorganizationeverytime

youshop,atnocosttoyou,withtheaddedbonusthat

Amazonwilldonateaportionofthepurchasepriceto

yourfavoritecharitableorganization.,suchastheLAAS! 

Learnmorebyfollowingthislink:http://

smile.amazon.com/ 

Discountsforastronomymagazinescanbefoundonthe

internet.Lookforthebestdealspossible.Sendacopyof

yourLAASmembershipcardwithyourcheckorpayment

toreceiveaclubmemberdiscount. 

Amazon Smiles 

 

Astronomy Magazine  

 Discounts 

ClickhereforaNEWSky&Tele-

scopesubscriptionattheclubdis-

countrate. 

Clickhereforonlinerenewalofyour

Sky&Telescopemagazinesub-

scription  

Join the Astronomical Society 
of the Pacific andhelpsupport
thecauseofadvancingscience
literacythroughengagementin
astronomy.Memberbenefitsin-
cludea subscription to the 
online Mercury Magazine,pub-
lishedquarterly,and Astronomy 
Beat,amonthlyon-linecolumn
writtenby"insiders"fromthe
worldsofastronomyresearchand
outreach. 

SubscribeorrenewtotheMcDon-
aldObservatory'sStarDateMaga-
zineandreceiveaspecialdiscount.
Gotothispageandpress"Addto
Cart"underthekindofsubscription
youwant:  
http://stardate.org/store/subscribe 
Then,ontheCheckoutform,enter
"network"intheCouponCodebox. 

As a member of the 
Night Sky Network, 
you may use the 
above link to renew 

your Astronomy Magazine subscription (or 
enter a new subscription) at the club dis-
count rate. If this is a renewal, Astronomy 
Magazine will match your entered name 
and address and extend your subscrip-
tion. For inquiries, please contact Astron-
omy Magazine customer service & sales at 
1-800-533-6644. 

https://smile.amazon.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?token=JFsChTDe5abFjc9fmobIHVl5XFGRHXuAinoDMhLBn7UUZI4wOox9CeF_W_J5oc8Su-OHfG&country.x=US&locale.x=US
https://secure.palmcoastd.com/pcd/eSv?iMagId=03401&i4Ky=IEML
https://secure.palmcoastd.com/pcd/eSv?iMagId=03401&i4Ky=IEML
https://secure.palmcoastd.com/pcd/eSv?iMagId=03401&i4Ky=IEML
https://ssl.palmcoastd.com/03401/apps/-182322?iKey=I**EML
https://ssl.palmcoastd.com/03401/apps/-182322?iKey=I**EML
https://ssl.palmcoastd.com/03401/apps/-182322?iKey=I**EML
https://www.astrosociety.org/membership.html
https://www.astrosociety.org/membership.html
https://stardate.org/store/subscribe
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Club Contact Information 

President: Timothy Thompson 

timthompson3@verizon.net 

Vice President:  Curtis Byrom 

cbyrom484@yahoo.com  

Treasurer: John O’Bryan, Jr. 

treasurer@laas.org 

Secretary: Spencer Soohoo 

secretary@laas.org 

Outreach Coordinator: Heven Renteria 

outreach@laas.org 

Youth Coordinator: James Rochford 

jcrochford@gmail.com 

Webmaster: Steve Dashiell 

webmaster@laas.org 

Club Communications:  Andee Sherwood 

communications@laas.org 

Mt. Wilson Coordinator: Darrell Dooley 

mtwilsoncoordinator@laas.org                                                                  

Bulletin Editor: Andee Sherwood 

communications@laas.org                                                                                                           

                              

 
Club Phone Numbers 

LAAS Message Phone: 

213- 673-7355  (Checked daily) 

Griffith Observatory: 

213-473-0800       

Sky Report: 

213-473-0880 

Lockwood Site: 

661-245-2106                            

Not answered, arrange 

time with caller. 

Outgoing calls – Collect or calling card only. 

Club Contacts 

Follow us on social media by clicking 

on one of the images below 

Find astronomy outreach activities by 

visiting NASA’s Night Sky Network:  

https://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/about.cfm  

http://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/club-view.cfm?Club_ID=1344
https://twitter.com/LAAstroSociety
https://www.facebook.com/LosAngelesAstronomicalSociety/
https://www.instagram.com/la.astronomical.society/
https://www.facebook.com/LosAngelesAstronomicalSociety/
https://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/about.cfm
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The Los Angeles  

Astronomical Society 

2800E.ObservatoryRoad 

LosAngeles,CA90027 

 

Callusformoreinformation

aboutourorganizationand

outreachprogram. 

213-673-7355 

 

Visitourwebsiteat

www.LAAS.org 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

From:  

The Los Angeles Astronomical Society (LAAS) 

c/o Griffith Observatory 

2800 E. Observatory Road 

Los Angeles, CA. 90027 

To: 


